
 

 

THE PULSE Newsletter 

10 February 2022 

Term 1 Week 2 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

We have had another wonderful week at school, and I am so impressed with how all our students 
are settling into school routines and working hard. Thank you to our parents and carers who are 

doing a great job at home encouraging good routines such as early bedtimes and being supportive 
in completing homework tasks. We look forward to a positive and exciting year ahead!  

In order to keep our students safe around traffic especially for morning drop offs and 

pickups in the afternoon, please observe the following: 

 PLEASE drive slowly when you enter the school grounds 

 Use the yellow pedestrian zebra crossing if parked 

 Do not park across the yellow zebra crossing if doing quick drop off or pick up. 

Traffic Safety 

COVID-19 Update 
Thank you to all families for your understanding and compliance with Covid safe 

rules at school. Next Monday, each family will receive another box of rapid antigen 

tests to be used in Weeks 3 and 4. At this stage, we still have not received enough 

boxes from the government for each student but are hopeful that this will change, 

and we will send home more boxes when they are delivered.    These tests are 

voluntary but strongly recommended to be done twice a week on school days. In 

the event of a positive case amongst our students and staff, the families of the 

school will receive an email stating the affected groups/ cohorts/classes, the dates 

of attendance, and any extracurricular activities that may also be affected.  

Student Leadership 

Every Year 6 student has now received their position of leadership and their badges will be presented 

at assembly in the coming weeks. Congratulations to our students for being wonderful role models and 

leaders at our school.  

School Captains: Cody Hein and Katie Saliba  

Student Representative Council: Taya Harris and Katie Pitts 

Sport Captains: Elijah Reeves and Olive Watt 

Chapel Leader: John Carrington 

Library Monitor: Angus O’Donnell  
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From Mrs Pritchard Cont’d... 
Hockey 

We are excited to welcome the Hockey Victoria Roadshow to our school on 
Tuesday 22 February. All students will need to wear their sports uniform on this 
day. They will learn the skills of the game through exciting game-based activities 

suited to every year level and ability.  

Tutoring 

Recently the Victorian Government announced that our school will receive additional 
support for students who may have fallen behind in their learning as a result of the      
disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. We appreciate the Tutor Learning   

initiative and staff are now determining which students are likely to require additional 
support and how they will best be supported.  

Chaplaincy 

As you noticed in the parent information pack, you received a National School Chaplaincy Program 
Consent Form. This information was to help you understand about the Chaplaincy Service provided at 
our school. Please note that nothing has changed since last year, but it is a requirement of the auditing 

process that we receive your permission forms. Thank you in advance.  

Anaphylaxis 

We ask that everyone in our school community please support the children in our school 

who are at risk of anaphylaxis. Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that is potentially life 

threatening. Food allergies are the most common cause of anaphylaxis. There is no cure for 

food allergy, therefore avoidance of known food allergens is crucial. Peanuts and tree nuts 

are the foods most likely to cause anaphylaxis. We support children at risk of anaphylaxis at 

school by training staff, encouraging children to wash their hands before and after eating 

and providing education to children about food allergies. We ask you to support children at 

risk of anaphylaxis by: 

 Not sending food which has peanuts or tree nuts (e.g., hazelnuts, cashew, almonds 

etc.) in the main ingredients list. Note: products containing traces of peanuts or tree 

nuts can be sent to school. We do not ban foods with nuts but just prefer parents to be 

mindful of sending nuts to school.  

 Teaching your child not to share food with friends. 

 Explain to your child to get help immediately if their schoolmate gets sick. 

 

          Thank you in advance for helping us provide a safe environment that meets the 

needs of all our children.  

Sport’s Day 

Our Athletics Day is on Friday 25th of March held on our school grounds. 
Please see Mrs Megan Alexander if you are able to assist on the day. 



 

 

From Mrs Pritchard cont’d... 
Online Safety 
Safer Internet Day was on Tuesday 8 February and aimed to promote online safety particularly 

among children and young people. The Australian eSafety Commissioner is calling on every-

one to play it safe and fair online. The eSafety Commissioner has provided many resources 

and tools to support families at home. These resources can be accessed at 

www.cybersafetyhelp.gov.au Key messages that you can also reinforce at home include; informing stu-

dents that nothing ever disappears from cyberspace; online behaviours and comments become a digital 

imprint visible to potential friends, employers etc.  

There are also some fantastic resources available to support families on our SchoolTV site. There is a 

whole series devoted to Cybersafety which can be accessed via https://stjohnsportland.schooltv.me/

channel-newsletter/315  

Chapel 

Playgroup 

Applications for CSEF is open now. 

Our Chapel service will be tomorrow morning in the undercover area followed 
by assembly. 

At this stage our Playgroup is on hold due to storm damage to our 
Unity Centre in the holidays. We will keep you posted each week as 

to when our Playgroup will resume. Thank you for your patience. 

“Camps Sports and Excursion Funding (CSEF) 

Government assistance is available if you are/have: 

• Centrelink Health Care Card (Valid on 31 January 2022 for term 1 or 26 April 2022 for term 2) 
• Centrelink Pension Concession Card 
• Veterans Affairs Gold Card 
• Temporary foster carers 
• Parent/carer of student with Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support Pension Card 
 
Payments are $125 per eligible primary student and $225 per eligible secondary student. Students starting prep 

or year 7 who are eligible for CSEF may also receive assistance toward cost of school uniforms. 

 

For more information visit the CSEF website 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx. 

 

Please download the Application Form or collect one from our office. Completed applications should be re-

turned to the school office as soon as possible, prior to the end of term at the latest.” 

http://www.cybersafetyhelp.gov.au
https://stjohnsportland.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/315
https://stjohnsportland.schooltv.me/channel-newsletter/315
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

 

 Devotion... 

“Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” JAMES 1:4 NIV 

 
Have you ever tried to read classic literature? The thick books with tiny print reveal stories that are 
masterfully woven together. Page after page you follow characters through heartache, triumph, 
injustice, and love. You don’t stop at page 255, as the story is just getting started. If you put it down at 
page 432, the hopelessness of the situation would consume you. By page 720, you are completely 
invested! Finally, as that last page slips past your fingertips, the resolution has come, the battle won, 
the story complete.  
 
Our lives are like one of those books. In God’s Word, we know that our stories end with victory! 
Perhaps right now you feel as though you are on page 255 and have  no sense of what is ahead. You 
might be at page 432 and hopelessness is all you are experiencing. Be encouraged that your story will 
end well; the author has every page planned out for you. Don’t put the book down! Keep turning the 
pages, and be assured that you will enjoy the completeness of a wonderful finish. 

 
Jesus, thank you that you have written my story! I trust in you and your plan. Strengthen me to 
keep pursuing you when life gets hard. Amen 

A STORY TO THE END 

The welfare and best interests of every child are paramount. If you have any concerns that a child may 

be experiencing any form of abuse, whether or not you have formed a belief on reasonable grounds 

that the abuse has occurred, you should immediately raise your concerns with our Child Protection 

Officers.  

Our Child Protection Officers are: 

Mrs Grace Greenham  ggreenham@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au ph. 03 5523 3833 

Miss Ebony Stiles  estiles@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au  ph. 03 5523 3833 

Whenever there are concerns that a child is in immediate danger, the Police should be called on 000. 

 
Whenever there are concerns that a child is in immediate danger, the Police should be called on 000. 

Child Safety… 

mailto:estiles@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au


 

 

What’s been happening 



 

 

What’s coming up ... 

 OUR SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN 

W
E
E
K

 3
 

14 FEBRUARY 15 FEBRUARY 16 FEBRUARY 17 FEBRUARY 18 FEBRUARY 19/20 FEBRUARY 

 District swimming Foundation Rest 

Day 

Book Club is due 

back 

 9am Chapel & 

Assembly 

 

W
E
E
K
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21 FEBRUARY 22 FEBRUARY 23 FEBRUARY 24 FEBRUARY 25 FEBRUARY 26/27 FEBRUARY 

 Hockey Clinic Foundation Rest 

Day 

 9am Chapel & 

Assembly 

 

W
E
E
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28 FEBRUARY 1 MARCH 2 MARCH 3 MARCH 4 MARCH 5/6 MARCH 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY ASH WEDNESDAY 

9am Chapel  

Foundation Rest 

Day 

District Tennis 9am Assembly 

Division 

Swimming—

Warrnambool 

 

W
E
E
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7 MARCH  8 MARCH 9 MARCH 10 MARCH 11 MARCH 12/13  MARCH 

  Foundation Rest 

Day 

 9am Chapel & 

Assembly 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Community Notices… 


