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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Last week our Year 3/4 students had a wonderful time on camp. It was
such a privilege to be part of this amazing experience with our students.
They had such a fun time whilst also displaying exemplary behaviour. I
was so impressed with how each student participated in the different
activities and showed kindness and co-operation to each other. There
was plenty of laughter as students enjoyed a game of mini golf and ten
pin bowling in Warrnambool. They also enjoyed the bouncing pillow
and playground at Lake Pertobe. We were so thankful to our host Dean
at Portland Bay Lodge for organising other fun activities including a coin
treasure hunt, flying drones, and giving us an informative talk about the ocean. Other
highlights included fishing and the Indigenous night dancing on the beach, which was very
memorable and special. A big thank you to Miss Stiles for organising this fantastic camp for our
students and to Mrs Lane for spoiling us with amazing food including homemade spaghetti
bolognaise, pancakes, bacon and eggs, and S’mores (which some of us had never tasted
before!) Thank you also to Mr Pritchard for providing the bait for fishing and rigging up all the
fishing rods. When we returned to school on Friday, a student commented, “That was the best
3 days of my life!” which summed up the overall feeling of the group.
Tonight we celebrate our wonderful Year 6 class and reflect upon their
primary school years. It is amazing to see past photos of these students who
were once little Foundation people, and now they look so grown up and
ready to move on in life! We look forward to a very special evening and
celebrate their many achievements. Please pray for our Year 6 students as
they transition to a new school and adapt to the routines and expectations of secondary
school. We are always sad to see our Year 6 students leave us, but we know that they never
walk alone in life and pray that they will always know God walks beside them. Thank you so
much to our wonderful Year 6 parents who have supported and encouraged their child along in
their education journey at primary school. We know that each one is ready for the next chapter
in life, and we pray that God will continue to richly bless them.

Please remember that as of next Monday, parents and carers who enter school
buildings, must have had at least two doses of COVID-19 vaccine, or have a valid
medical exception with the following limited exceptions:
1. When attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment
cannot be administered by the school.
2. When attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building
unaccompanied by their parent/carer.
3. When attending for a momentary period that does not involve sustained contact with
staff/students, for example, to collect a completed art project.
It also states that meetings and other discussions (such as parent teacher interviews) with
parents and carers who do not meet vaccination requirements should be held virtually.
Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter school
buildings do not need to comply with vaccination requirements.
In addition, you would have all received an email on Monday with details of how our school will
manage close contact tracing.
Parents and carers are welcome to enter the school in the morning for
drop offs at the side door near the uniform room. Otherwise, at all
other times throughout the day, please enter via the front office. The
side door will be locked throughout the day and is only permitted for
student use. Thank you in advance.
Our Graduation/ Closing Service is scheduled for Monday 6 December. We
will film the service through the day and a link will be sent to parents.
Could all students please wear correct summer uniform.
In the event of a medical emergency during the weekend, please leave a message on
the school mobile 0490 330 184 or contact Tara via email
tpritchard@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au
Please remember to make a time to discuss your child’s achievements and
learning goals with your classroom teacher. Bookings will be able to be made
via PAM for next week. For assistance, please ask at the front office.

It is with great sadness that we farewell Mrs Trish Coverdale who is officially
retiring at the end of this year. We thank Trish so much for all her
dedication and hard work over the past 17 years at St John’s. During that
time, she has taught many students particularly in the junior years and has
had the privilege of seeing them grow into amazing young people. On
behalf of our school community, I would like to sincerely thank Trish for her
dedication to our school and for her many years of service in Lutheran

Education. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on
you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you
peace. Numbers 6:24–26

STAFF 2022
At the end of this year we farewell Mrs Trish Coverdale and Mrs Kylie Huf is taking leave. Our
staffing for next year is listed below:
Principal: Mrs Tara Pritchard
Foundation: Mrs Grace Greenham
Year 1/2 Teacher: Mrs Melanie Ryan
Year 3/4 Teacher: Miss Ebony Stiles
Year 5/6 Teacher: Mr Quentin Pritchard
Japanese Teacher: Miss Ebony Braune
Music Teacher: Mrs Jess Cook
Physical Education Teacher: Mrs Megan Alexander
Integration Aides: Mrs Tanya Harders, Mrs Simone Lane, Mrs Tamara McLeod, Mrs Rachael
Mitchell
Chaplain: Mr Jurgen Wiesner

We are seeking expressions of interest for a Playgroup Co-Ordinator
who would be required to run our Up and Going Playgroup. Subject to
COVID regulations, the Playgroup runs every Wednesday and Thursday
morning from 9.00-11.00 in the Unity Centre. Please email Tara
tpritchard@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au if you would be interested in this
role and supporting families with young children in our community.

Applications are invited for the following position
Administration Officer
A position exists for an Administration Officer to join our team for 12-months, with
a possibility of ongoing, beginning in January 2022.
Interested applicants are encouraged to contact Mrs Tara Pritchard, Principal,
on 03 5523 3833 or by email tpritchard@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au.
Please contact the front office on 03 5523 3833 or by email admin@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au to obtain a Position Description.
Applications close:
Position commences:

5 pm Friday 3rd December 2021
January 2022

Today each family will receive a printed copy of Grow Together which is a
great resource for encouraging and supporting children, young people,
and parents to share faith at home. This is the last edition for this year,
and it has some lovely activities on the back page which you can do together at home. I
particularly like the Peace for Advent activity which has passages from the Bible which you can
use along with any other Advent calendar leading to Christmas.

Chapel this week has been organized
by Chaplain Jurgen.

Please remember to keep supporting our sponsor child, Luis Cruz. Every Friday in Chapel we
collect donations to send to Luis. Please also
keep praying for Luis.

WEEK 8—RECIPIENTS
Foundation
Charlie Kamphuis

Year 3/4
CAMP

Year 1/2
Della-Ann Wilson
Miley Stiles

Year 5/6
Harvey Bradbury
Cody Hein

CHOOK AWARD
WEEK 8 RECIPIENT

Angus O’Donnell

Child Safety…
The Safety Centre at the Royal Children’s Hospital provides information on ways to prevent
unintentional injury, including car and road safety, poisoning, burns and scalds, falls, water
safety, choking prevention and home safety. There are several Kids Health Info Fact Sheets
available, and the site provides quality, up-to-date health information. The fact sheets have
been developed for parents and cover pertinent topics about medical conditions and the
services available at The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne. https://www.rch.org.au/
kidsinfo/

Devotion...
SUN BEYOND THE CLOUDS
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
PSALM 100:4-5
A heart that is thankful welcomes the presence of God. This is a heart that pauses, that
appreciates, that wonders. This is the soul that drinks in the simple beauty of his peace,
and rests in his reminders.
The most beautiful example you can set for your children is an attitude of thankfulness.
Complaint is rampant in our culture. We shift blame and we find fault, and we vent it all
to the world. But the brightest light you van shine to the world around you is to give
thanks. Let your eyes be open in gratefulness and find the sun beyond the clouds to see
the blessing in each trial.
God, give me a heart that is readily grateful. Let it sing your praise even when complaint is
on my lips. Give me a sense of wonder for all your good gifts. Help me to display that to my
child/ren so they will also learn to thank you in all things.

STORY OF THE WEEK
Read or view the video at
www.lca.org.au/sow

What’s Coming Up…
OUR SCHOOL CALENDAR
MONDAY
29 November

TUESDAY
30 November

WEDNESDAY
1 December

THURSDAY
2 December

WEEK 9

8.30am—3.15pm
Transition Program
for 2022 Foundation
Students

6 December

3 December

SAT/SUN
4/5 December

9am Chapel &
Assembly

7 December

WEEK 10

GRADUATION
SERVICE

FRIDAY

8 December

9 December

SCHOOL FUN DAY

End of Term 4

STATEWIDE

(Staff and Students
only)

TRANSITION DAY

31 January

1 February

10 December

11/12 December

4 February

5/6 February

3:15pm Students
finish

2 February

3 February

Term 1 begins

WEEK 1

WELCOME BBQ

7 February

8 February

9 February

WEEK 2

9am-11am
Playgroup TBC

10 February

9am-11am
Playgroup TBC

11 February

12/13 February

9am Chapel &
Assembly

SCHOOL OFFICE CLOSES

Students in Years 3-6 are still required
to
wear face masks inside.

17th DECEMBER
SCHOOL OFFICE OPENS
19th JANUARY

Community Notices…

