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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome back to school! We have had a fantastic start to the 2021 school year. The
students have been so excited and happy to be with their friends again. I have heard
many stories in the playground about the school holidays, and the students look so
smart in their new shiny shoes and spotless uniform. We welcome our new
Foundation students and families and look forward to a wonderful year. Students
are already using the Seesaw app to post work samples, and it is a great platform for
parents, students, and teachers to communicate and celebrate achievements. We
look forward to developing strong relationships between school and home.
We are delighted to welcome Miss Ebony Braune to our school community. Miss Braune
will be joining our staff team and teaching Japanese every Monday. Miss Braune is
known to some of our students and families through her involvement in various sports
around Portland and has previously taught at Narrawong.

As you are probably aware, the Victorian Government late last night announced new
statewide restrictions following a confirmed COVID-19 case relating to a worker at a
Melbourne quarantine hotel. As a result, the Department of Education and Training
early today issued new guidance for schools regarding the wearing of masks. People
aged 12 and over must wear a fitted face mask when in public indoor spaces unless
there is a lawful reason not to.

Parents and visitors must wear masks when on our school site. This includes entering school
buildings, waiting to collect students outside and quick drop off and pick up. Whilst the majority of adults are
doing the right thing and complying with our protocols, unfortunately I have noticed that some are not
wearing face masks or physical distancing. Please remember that we need to work together to make sure
that our staff, students and community are kept safe and healthy.
Please also be mindful of the following protocols which we expect of all parents and
visitors:
1. Please stay home if you are feeling unwell.
2. Keep your distance (1.5 metres).
3. If entering school buildings, you must sign in (QR code).
4. Please wear a face mask as physical distancing between yourself and other
adults may be difficult.
5. Use hand sanitiser before entering school buildings.
6. We do have density limits of one person per two square metres for public areas – please be mindful
of this.
7. Avoid congregating around the school.

We encourage parents to continue to use the quick drop off and pick-up area.
Staff will assist students to their vehicle.

From Mrs Pritchard...
COMMUNICATION
I would just like to remind all parents that the newsletter is our main form of
communication and it is vital that you read the newsletter every week for upcoming
dates, information and details specific to certain classes. Each week the newsletter
will be emailed home. Please contact the front office if you need to update your
contact details.
SPORTS DAY
Our Athletics Sports Day is on Friday 19 February. We will be looking for parent helpers
to assist on the day.

CHAPEL
There will be a Chapel service tomorrow beginning at 9.00 in the Unity Centre. Our School
Captains have organized the Chapel service and our Foundation and Year 3 students will
receive their Bibles. Parents are welcome to attend however, please remember to sign in
using the QR code, hand sanitize and wear a face mask.

UPDATE FROM LUIS CRUZ
Our Chapel money goes towards sponsoring a child through Compassion.
Luis Cruz is from Bolivia and he sent us the following
letter in the holidays.

From Mrs Pritchard cont’d...
PLAYGROUP
This week our playgroup has restarted after last year with
the COVID restrictions. Playgroup will be held every
Wednesday and Thursday from 9.00-11.00am.
Mrs Tanya Harders is our Playgroup Co-Ordinator. Tanya is a very experienced and a well-respected Early
Childhood Educator with updated First Aid qualifications. Tanya will be able to assist with any queries or
questions you may have about learning through play.
We have a new payment system for 2021. If you have a sibling already attending our school, or if your child
is enrolled as a future student, you will not be charged for attending our playgroup. Otherwise, the cost is
$5.00 per family per playgroup session. You will receive a card (like a coffee rewards card) and after every
5th stamp, you receive the 6th session for free. We will endeavor to provide an eftpos machine at the
beginning of the playgroup sessions, so you have the option of paying by card or cash.
HOCKEY
We are excited to welcome the Hockey Victoria Roadshow to our school!
Students in Years 1-4 are being given the fantastic opportunity to try out the exciting
game of hockey! They will learn the skills of the game through exciting game-based
activities suited to every year level and ability.
Hockey Victoria will be sending their amazing Participation Officers to our school on
Monday 15 February. Students in Years 1-4 will need to wear their sports uniform on this day.
At Hockey Victoria they pride themselves in providing an enjoyable experience and if any student would
like to continue with their hockey experience, they can join a local Hookin2Hockey program
www.hookin2hockey.com.au. There is a flyer attached to this newsletter giving information about the local
program.
FOOD4THOUGHT PROGRAM
We are very appreciative and blessed to have volunteers from the Uniting Church,
Catholic Church, Anglican church and other Portland churches in our community
who provide our school with a selection of food free of charge. The food is used for
children who have forgotten to have breakfast, bring their lunch or snacks, or used
to teach simple cooking and life-skills.
BABY NEWS
Congratulations to Jessica (Year 3) and her
family on the safe arrival of Zane Edward
Sylvester. Zane was born on Monday 1 February
at 1:30pm, weighing 8lb 7oz.

Child Safety…
The welfare and best interests of every child are paramount. If you have any concerns that a child may be
experiencing any form of abuse, whether or not you have formed a belief on reasonable grounds that the
abuse has occurred, you should immediately raise your concerns with our Child Protection Officers.

Our Child Protection Officers are:
Mrs Trish Coverdale tcoverdale@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au ph. 03 5523 3833
Miss Ebony Stiles
estiles@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au
ph. 03 5523 3833
Whenever there are concerns that a child is in immediate danger, the Police should be called on 000.

Devotion...
CARE IN THE ORDINARY MOMENTS
One of the most intentional ways to allow faith to grow is in the ways we care for each other. As parents
we often have a never-ending list of things scrolling through our minds. It takes a lot of mental space to
hold all of the things we need to know about each member of the family, and this is often squeezed in and
around busy work and school schedules.
But taking the time to intentionally care for another can actually be done in the ordinary, everyday
moments. The smile at school pick up which lingers to say ‘I love you.’ The intentional look in your child’s
eye that says ‘I know you.’ The gentle rub on a shoulder which says ‘I care.’ The decision to pause instead of
rushing on. The choice to use words that encourage, rather than deflate. The many moments of forgiveness
we seek when these things don’t happen.
Often our days are so full that the only short time we have together is just before bed. Can we encourage
you in that moment – probably when you are so tired and eager to switch off yourself – to be present with
your children?
Here are a few ideas to help you create some space, develop some gentle rhythms and have conversations
that connect deep with the heart of your child:
☺ Reading together.
☺ Spending time reflecting on the day.
☺ Sharing highs and lows.
Maybe this is something new for you. These may spark your own moments of care. May you know these
seeds planted to care for another will produce fruit in God’s time.
This article is featured in the 2021 Term 1 edition of Grow Together, our quarterly family newsletter.
https://www.growministries.org.au/2021/01/28/care-in-the-ordinary-moments/

Fun Happenings…

Community Notices...

ATTENTION YEAR 5/6
STUDENTS
Join the fun and adventures
of the animals as they
escape the Zoo and find
themselves in Madagascar.
Lots of great characters for
actors, singers, dancers.
Our auditions and first
rehearsal will take place this
Sunday 7 February in the
Bayview PAC from 1 - 5pm.
Please enter via Tyers St
(next to Victoria House).
Wear clothing suitable for
dancing, and bring water
and snacks.
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