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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
It was a delight to welcome our 2021 Foundation students to their first transition session on
Monday. We are so blessed to have such a wonderful group of new students who are ready and
interested to learn. The students were very busy getting used to school routines and
familiarizing themselves with different learning areas. We look forward to getting to know our
new students and their families.
We had many interesting and creative characters at school on Wednesday for our Book Week
Parade. Thank you so much to everyone for dressing up and making the effort to recognise the
importance of books.

Today we held our school walkathon and I was very impressed that all students
participated to help raise money for the Vanuatu hospital. Last week I had a phone call
from Mr Gary Jewson who started the Melanie Jewson Foundation in memory of his
daughter https://www.melaniejewsonfoundation.com.au . He was very humbled
and grateful to our school for organising the walkathon. Could students please bring
their sponsor forms and money back to school as soon as possible so that we can
forward on the funds. If you would like to donate to this very worthy cause we will
be taking donations until the end of school next Friday, 30 October. A big thank you
to our 3/4 class for organising this event. Thank you.
I know it is hard for our parents to miss special events such as the Book Week Parade
and the Walkathon due to COVID restrictions. We are missing not seeing you around
school and can’t wait to welcome you back on-site also. Staff are trying hard to take as
many photos as possible and sharing special moments with you on Seesaw. Thank you
for continuing to follow the advice and guidelines of the Victoria Government.
Preparations for 2021 are well underway and we already have so many exciting events organized for the year
ahead. As well as special events, we have been blessed with an amazing staff team and I am thrilled to
announce that Mrs Grace Greenham will be joining our staff next year. We say a sad farewell to our Japanese
teacher So Ota who has been travelling each week from Warrnambool. We will formally say farewell to So
during our Graduation Service. As you can imagine, it takes a lot of effort and energy to teach little people.
We are blessed that Mrs Trish Coverdale will remain on staff and next year work with Mrs Ryan in teaching
our Year 1/2 class.
Our teaching staff and class structure for next year will be:
☺ Foundation – Mrs Grace Greenham
☺ Year 1/2 – Mrs Melanie Ryan (4 days) and Mrs Trish Coverdale (1 day)
☺ Year 3/4 – Miss Ebony Stiles
☺ Year 5/6 – Mr Quentin Pritchard
☺ Physical Education – Mrs Megan Alexander
☺ STEM – Mrs Tara Pritchard
☺ Japanese - TBC

From Mrs Pritchard...
COMPASSION SPONSOR CHILD
This week a letter arrived from our sponsor child, Luis Cruz updating us on how he is going. Luis is now 13 years old
and has also been affected by COVID as you can read in his letter below. We have now collected $204 in our Chapel
offerings for Luis. Students can give to Luis during Chapel tomorrow. Our school captains, Jessica and Hunter, will
send a reply letter back to Luis.

UNIFORM
All students will need to wear their Summer uniform from next Monday 26 October.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
Due to changes in restrictions as of this Saturday, Frank Monger from MSP Photography in Mt
Gambier can now take our school photos next Thursday

29 October. Students are

required to wear their Summer uniform. Please make sure to fill out your original order
form/envelope that was sent home early last term, if you have misplaced this please call the front
office to get instructions on ordering your child/s photos, including family photos.
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AND PUPIL FREE DAYS
We have two public holidays coming up in the next few weeks, Friday 23 October and Tuesday 3
November for AFL Grand Final and Melbourne Cup day respectively. The Monday before
Melbourne Cup Day, Monday 2 November, has been set aside for Report Writing.
Students will not be attending school on any of these days.

From Mrs Pritchard cont’d...
SHOE BOXES
Our STEM class is chasing shoe boxes. If you have any empty unbroken shoe boxes at home please send
them into school. The children will be making insect dioramas. Thank you.
HOT MILO / ICY POLES
Hot Milo has now been replaced with a Quelch icy pole each Tuesday lunchtime. For those children
who have paid they will get an icy pole, for those that would like an icy pole but haven't paid, will
need to bring 50 cents each Tuesday.
PJ DAY
On Friday 30 October the children in Grade 4/5/6 have organised a PJ Day to help the Grade 3/4s
raise money for Vanuatu Nurses packs. Come to school in your PJs and bring a gold coin donation.
Guess how many Jelly Beans are in the jar at a cost of 50 cents. Thank you for your support.

St. John’s Star Students
WEEK 2—RECIPIENTS
Foundation/Year 1
 Della Wilson
 Dustin Hofmaier
Year 1/2
 Jessica Sheehan
 Lachlan Bradbury
Year 3/4
 Archie White
 Katie Pitts
Year 4/5/6
 Katie Saliba
 Amalia Hunter

BE YOUR BEST AWARD
WEEK 2 RECIPIENT

Taya Harris

Introducing our 2021 Foundation Students...

Bonnie

Charlie

Chase

Flynn

Kayden

Marli

Maximus

Nina

Olive

Learning and Fun @ St John’s...

Book Week at St. John’s...

Devotion...
LET GO
“Jesus has the power of God. His power has given us everything we need to live
and to serve God. We have these things because we know him. Jesus called us by
his glory and goodness.” 2 Peter 1:3 (ICB)
Imagine that your life is a video game. Now, let go of the controls and let Me
have control instead. That is what trust looks like. It is letting go and
remembering that I am God. This is My world: I made it and I control it. You show your love for Me by letting
Me have control in your life.
When you pray, I want you to share everything with Me: your joys and heartaches, your struggles and
triumphs, your worries and questions. I am your best Friend —pour out your heart to Me. And then thank Me
for the answers that are already on the way. When you trust Me to be in control, you can let go of your
worries and live closer to Me.
Read on your own: Psalm 46:10; Colossians 4:2; 2 Peter 1:4
Taken from “Jesus Calling—365 Devotions for Kids” by Sarah Young

STORY OF THE WEEK
Read or view the video at
www.lca.org.au/sow

