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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
We are very excited to welcome back all students to school after remote learning last term and
the school holidays. Once again, I would like to commend everyone for their great efforts with
remote learning. Many of our planned activities for this term have changed as we follow the
latest advice from the Department of Health and the Department of Education. As the term
proceeds some measures may no longer be required and /or new measures may be
introduced. One aspect we have learnt from COVID-19 so far is that
health and safety measures can change quickly. We will continue to
keep you updated. Please be assured that we have adopted a variety of strategies and advice to
reinforce COVID safe behaviours. These include:

• Staying at home if unwell – students must remain at home even with the mildest of
symptoms.

• Practising good hygiene – students undertake regular hand hygiene throughout the day,
use their own water bottle, do not share food and use non-contact greetings.

• Staff wear masks when not teaching.
• Parents and carers are required to use the school quick drop-off and pick-up traffic area – please wear a mask
in the car during these times as staff members will be assisting children to get safely to and from their vehicle.

• Visitors to school grounds are still limited – our front door will continue to be locked.
• Parent-teacher communication will continue to be replaced with online or telephone alternatives.
• School assemblies and Chapels will continue to be held in each classroom.
We will endeavor to plan for as many learning opportunities for the students as we
can, but many activities will have to be adapted, modified or deferred. Staff are
currently looking at what our Graduation Ceremony might look like and our Year 6
celebrations will need to be altered. Thank you for your patience and understanding
as we juggle what we do for end-of-year celebrations versus what we are permitted to
do.
As we begin on-site learning again, our priorities are wellbeing, learning and transitions.
Literacy and Numeracy across the curriculum will remain a focus and staff will be adapting
their teaching and learning programs. This week we will begin assessment tasks to
determine those students who have fallen behind in their learning and those who have
progressed significantly. Please continue to communicate with your classroom teacher if
you have any concerns or questions about the progress of your child/ren. Likewise, staff will
contact you before the Semester 2 reports go home at the end of the term if
they have concerns about your child/ren. We look forward to a positive and exciting term.

From Mrs Pritchard...
REFORMATION
During the month of October, students will be learning about the Reformation which began in
1517 in Wittengerg, Germany. Reformation Sunday is celebrated on Sunday 25 October this
year and commemorates the Protestant Reformation as well as Martin Luther. It is an
opportunity to reflect together on what it means to be saved by God’s grace and how we
respond to the love of Jesus Christ.
SUNSMART
SunSmart protection is recommended whenever UV levels reach 3 or higher. Because you
cannot see or feel UV, you can’t rely on your senses to let you know when you’re in danger.
UV can reach you on cool and cloudy days too- not just hot or sunny days. At school, we
regularly check the SunSmart app or SunSmart website each day for the recommended sun
protection times. The sun protection times are a forecast from the Bureau of Meteorology
for the time of day UV levels are expected to reach 3 or higher. At these levels, sun
protection is recommended for all skin types. In Victoria, UV levels regularly reach 3 or
higher from mid-August to the end of April. At school we have sunscreen stations and
encourage students to self-apply sunscreen. Students also required to wear their hat when
outside.
COMPASSION SPONSOR CHILD
Please remember to keep supporting our sponsor child, Luis Cruz. Every Friday in Chapel we have an
offering bowl in each classroom and we are aiming to raise $150 this term. Please also keep praying
for Luis.

WALK-A-THON
The 3/4 class are organising a walkathon to raise money for people in Vanuatu. The money
is going toward the hospital to provide nurses with emergency essentials. Many nurses
don’t have basic equipment so the money will buy nursing packs that have bandages, a
torch, scissors, thermometer and stethoscope. The walkathon is on Thursday 22nd of
October and our whole school is participating. We are walking around the school boundary.
It is starting at 10am and students can wear sports uniform on this day. Students can ask for
a flat donation or people might like to sponsor them for each lap completed. The forms were sent home before the
holidays in the remote learning bags. Please ask at the front office if you need a new form. We are also going to
have water stations around the track and everyone will get an icy pole at the end. By Zac, Archie and Jasper
FACEBOOK PHOTOGRAPHY PERMISSION FORM
Yesterday your child should have bought home a Facebook Photography permission form. This form
applies to both of the schools Facebook pages—the closed and the public group. Please return the
form to school ASAP indicating your decision.

From Mrs Pritchard cont’d...
UNIFORM
In Term 4 we normally allow students three weeks to wear either Summer or Winter
uniform depending on the weather. From Monday 26 October, all students will be
required to wear Summer uniform. Please note that students are not to mix and match
Summer and Winter uniforms. Summer uniform is to be worn with socks – not tights.
We also ask that students do not wear jewellery other than plain earrings and a watch.
SCHOOL MAGAZINE
Normally at the end of each year we publish a school magazine with photos and
articles highlighting occasions and special events that have occurred throughout the
year. Due to so many of our events being disrupted with COVID we have decided to do
something different. Instead of a school magazine, we will provide each child with a
special photo memento at no cost to families. At this stage, we are not permitted to
have a photographer come to the school for school photos. If this situation does not change by the end of the year,
those who have already paid for their school photos by Frank Monger, will have their money refunded.
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AND PUPIL FREE DAYS
We have two public holidays coming up in the next few weeks, Friday 23 October and
Tuesday 3 November for AFL Grand Final and Melbourne Cup day respectively. The
Monday before Melbourne Cup Day, Monday 2 November, has been set aside for Report
Writing. Students will not be attending school on any of these days.
PLAYGROUP
The latest advice that we have received from Playgroup Victoria is that it is unlikely that community playgroups will
be able to meet again this year. This is disappointing and we really miss not seeing little people using our Unity
Centre. Playgroup Victoria has been hosting Playgroup at Home LIVE sessions via Zoom and other opportunities for
families each week https://www.playgroup.org.au/playgroup-at-home/ These sessions will continue for the rest of
the year and into next year. Families can register for free. Playgroup Victoria are also offering free Family
Memberships until the end of December. This will give members access to activity tip sheets, themed booklets, the
playgroup toolkit and other resources. If you would like to join,
visit https://www.playgroup.org.au/become-a-member/ and use
the promo code FREE6MONTHS. We are looking forward to
resuming our Playgroup as soon as restrictions allow.
‘GETTING READY FOR SCHOOL’ PROGRAM
We are getting very excited to soon welcome our 2021 Foundation students to school for our ‘Getting Ready
For School’ program. This program will help our new students transition from Kindergarten to a new school
environment. We are also very excited to have Mrs Olivia Coates who is an Early Childhood Educator join us
to help our new students have an outstanding start to school. Our first session begins on Monday 19
October.

Devotion...
STILL AND QUIET
“Be still before the Lord.” Zechariah 2:13
It’s hard to be still and quiet. There are so many things you could be
doing—playing outside, talking to a friend, watching videos on YouTube.
But there are times when you have to be still—when you are sick, when you
have finished your school work in class, or when others need you to be
quiet. Instead of wishing away this time, use it to listen for Me and to thank
Me for My Presence in your life.
Some of My greatest work is done when you are still and quiet. That is when you can hear Me whisper to
your heart.
Read on your own: Isaiah 30:15; 2 Corinthians 12:9
Taken from “Jesus Calling—365 Devotions for Kids” by Sarah Young

Congratulations to Shylah,
Bianca and Andrew on the
wonderful and exciting arrival
of Shylah’s little sister, Dixie
Maree Evans!
What a wonderful blessing
Dixie is to you all!
With love and blessings from
your St. John’s family xx
Left: Proud BIG sister Shylah
with Dixie

STORY OF THE WEEK
Read or view the video at
www.lca.org.au/sow

