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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Our junior students had so much fun this week riding their bikes on the bike track. It has
been exciting to see so many grow in confidence and to hear the children encouraging one
another. Thank you so much to Mrs Megan Alexander for organising this for our students
and to all parents for being willing to bring in bikes and helmets.

The 3/4 class have chosen to hold a walkathon at school to raise money to purchase Nursing Packs for the Vanuatu
Hospital emergency department. This is part of their Christian Studies focus this term which is all about how we can
love and serve people. A separate note will be sent home with details. Please support our 3/4 class as they work
towards making a difference for nurses who have very little in Vanuatu.
National Tree Day is celebrated on 31 July 2020 in Australia. Co-founded by Planet Ark and
Olivia Newton-John in 1996, the event has grown into the biggest community tree-planting
and nature protection event in Australia. National Tree Day is a call-to-action for Australians to
unite and give back to the community and the land on which they live. National Tree Day is an
excellent opportunity to head outdoors and learn about our community whilst having fun
improving the environment.
On Friday, our students are going to plant native trees in our school yard. Students can come to school dressed in their
sports uniform and bring rubber boots or a spare pair of old shoes and socks. If anyone can lend us a shovel or
watering can for the day, that would be greatly appreciated. Please just make sure it is named.
Thankyou! We are so grateful for the generous donation of bikes for our students to use at school. We are still needing
some more so if you can donate or lend, please call the front office or Mrs Alexander.
Parent Satisfaction Survey
Our school participates in school surveys as a way of self-evaluating , planning and improving what we do. A Parent
Opinion survey has been set up and you will receive an invitation during the week beginning 3 August to participate in
this survey. The aim of this questionnaire is to help us understand your perceptions of the quality of your child’s
educational experience at this school. Your feedback will be used to help improve the quality of education for
students.
The survey will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. Either parent may fill out the questionnaire or both
parents may complete the survey together. Confidentiality is of paramount importance and the survey is completely
anonymous. The data is analysed by Independent Schools Victoria and is reported back to the school in aggregate only.
We value the input of our parent body and thank you in advance for taking the time to help us reflect on how we can
do things better.

From the Principal...
COVID-19 response

•

•
•
•
•

Thank you so much to those who are being cautious by keeping students at home if
they are unwell or when a family member is unwell and awaiting test results. Every day
we can be at school learning is a blessing. Please remember that:
•
Any individuals who show symptoms (however mild) of a fever, chills or sweats,
cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of sense of smell or taste
must seek advice and get tested. You can call the 24-hour coronavirus hotline on 1800
675 398 or the Portland COVID clinic on 5521 0387.
•
Please continue to use the pickup and drop off areas.
Only students are permitted to come into the school. Please email or telephone the school in advance if you
need to come into the office. Alternatively, text Mrs Huf and she will bring student/s to your car if they are
leaving early for an appointment.
If anyone is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, please stay home, get tested and only return to school when
results come back negative.
Students are continuing to wash their hands regularly throughout the day and cleaning has been increased at
school.
Even though we not in stage three restrictions, we will undertake a temperature check if we suspect that a
student is not well.
If a student becomes unwell during the school day, they will be sent home as per DHHS guidelines.

CHAPEL
Chapel services are continuing to be delivered to each class every Friday morning. This week’s
Chapel service has been prepared by Chaplain Jurgen.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos have now been rescheduled for Tuesday 1 September.

Fun Food Friday – Tomorrow is Fun Food Friday! We look forward to a
delicious meal after a busy morning of tree planting.

Child Safety...
Child Safety
Did you know that there are 7 Child Safe Standards that aim to ensure organisations are well prepared to protect children from
abuse and neglect? The Standards provide a framework to identify gaps and improve policy and practices around child safety.
The Standards are:
Standard 1: Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety.
Child safety is very important to us and we take it seriously.
Standard 2: A child safety policy or a statement of commitment to child safety.
You can read our policy on our website or ask for a hard copy at the front desk.
Standard 3: A Child Safety Code of Conduct.
We have a code of conduct that all adults working here have signed.
Standard 4: Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices that reduce the risk of child abuse.
We carefully choose the best staff, we train them well and we keep bettering ourselves to keep you safe.
Standard 5: Procedures for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse.
If something goes wrong, we will help you. Our Child Safety Officers are Mrs Coverdale and Miss Stiles .
Standard 6: Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.
We keep looking around to minimise and prevent any risks to safety.
Standard 7: Strategies to promote child participation and empowerment.
We teach ways to grow and thrive and improve learning and relationships with others.

WEEK 2—RECIPIENTS
Foundation/Year 1
☺ Lexi Alexander
☺ Amber Hein
Year 1/2
☺ Zeke Cleary
☺ Jessica Sheehan
Year 3/4
☺ Remi Hofmaier
☺ Olive Watt
Year 4/5/6
☺ Katie Saliba
☺ Layla Spencer

BE YOUR BEST AWARD
WEEK 2 RECIPIENT

Elora Cleary

Bike Track Fun!...

Devotion...
LIKE A CANDLE
“He will not crush the weakest reed or put out a flickering candle. ” Isaiah 42:3

(NLT)

At times you feel so weak and tired that you just don’t know if you have the energy
to keep going. You feel like the flame of a candle that is flickering and about to burn
out.
Perhaps you think about coming to Me, but you are afraid I will demand something else of you. And you are
just so tired. Or perhaps you worry that I will see your weakness as a lack of faith. So you avoid Me.
It’s okay to be tired. It’s okay to be weak. I understand how difficult things have been. I don ’t want to judge
you. I just want to wrap you up in My everlasting arms and let you rest. Forget about the world, forget the
things you need to do, forget the pressures—just come to Me and rest.
Read on your own: Isaiah 54:10; Romans 8:26
Taken from “Jesus Calling—365 Devotions for Kids” by Sarah Young

Wellbeing
Feeling stressed? Do you feel like everything is just getting too much? Here is a
video that Lutheran Media produced to
help parents (and children) cope with
stress: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=X45hIOxufro
For more resources on stress:
www.messagesofhope.org.au/stress

STORY OF THE WEEK
Read or view the video at
www.lca.org.au/sow

Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,
Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability
(NCCD)
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with
Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
year of schooling
category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:
formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools
consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve educational outcomes
for students with disability.
The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing process. The
school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer
to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au).
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.
Kind regards,
Tara Pritchard
Principal

