
 

 

THE PULSE Newsletter 

5 March 2020 

Term 1 Week 5 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

With Christ, Tara Pritchard 

There was a hive of activity in the Unity Centre last Tuesday as students worked in small 

multiage groups to follow a pancake recipe, measure the ingredients, mix, cook and eat 

pancakes! They are also participated in several other activities that related to Shrove Tuesday 

or ‘Pancake Day’, as it is also known. The next day was Ash Wednesday and Pastor Stan 

helped lead our Chapel service reminding us of the six-week season of Lent which leads up to 

Easter.   

Congratulations to all students for their excellent efforts last Friday at 

our Athletic Sport’s Day.  It was terrific to see students having a go in 

events and encouraging one another. It was also wonderful to see so 

many parents, grandparents and friends come along to support the 

students.  I would like to thank Mrs. Megan Alexander for all her hard 

work in organising the day. Thank you also to Mr. Neil McDonald for all 

his time in preparing the ovals and line marking.  Thank you to our P&F 

for providing a delicious fruit recess for all the students and the BBQ 

lunch.  Congratulations to the Red (Surrey) team who won the shield and to all our age group champions.  

 

Scholarships 

Applications for scholarships being offered in 2021 for new students commencing Foundation 

– Year 6 in 2021 are now being accepted.  If you would like further information or would like 

a Scholarship Application Form, please contact the front office or email khuf@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au   

 

Chapel 

Tomorrow our Year 4/5/6 class will be leading Chapel. All are welcome to attend.  

Please note that there will be NO Chapel on Friday 13 March as the students will be 

preparing for the 40th Anniversary church service on Sunday 15 March.  

 

There are still a few weeks to go for families to access the Victorian Government's Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund (CSEF). This is available to eligible students to attend camps, excursions and sporting events 

and has been established by the Victorian Government to support families in gaining access to learning 

opportunities beyond the classroom. CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession 

card being successfully validated with Centrelink. CSEF applications for 2020 are now open. To access an 

application form, visit https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx  

mailto:admin@stjohnsportland.vic.edu.au
http://www.stjohnsportland.com.au
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School Notices ... 
Our Up & Running Playgroup runs every Wednesday and Thursday from 9.30-11.00am in the Unity Centre. 

Each week children will be given the opportunity to participate in physical, social and mentally stimulating 

activities to assist in preparing them for their learning journey ahead.  

Please bring along the following: 

A water bottle  

Fruit snack   

Gold coin donation 

Our Bubs Club also operates on Monday mornings from 9.30-11.00. For more information, please contact the 

front office. 

40th Anniversary 

Our 40th Anniversary is coming up quickly and we would like to remind all families to please 

return forms  indicating how you can assist with our 40th Anniversary celebrations on Sunday 

15 March. The morning will begin at 10.00am with a Chapel service led by our current school 

students. The senior student leaders will then be offering school tours between 11.30am and 

12.30pm. Our school families will be providing a BBQ lunch and then everyone is invited to play some games 

on the oval. When the school celebrated its 25th Anniversary, a time capsule was buried. We will be unveiling 

the 25th Anniversary time capsule and displaying school memorabilia. To conclude the day, we will attempt to 

form a human number 40 on the oval and have a photo taken by a drone. Students are working hard to 

complete a colouring competition which will be displayed in the Unity Centre. The traditional colour used to 

help celebrate a 40th Anniversary is ruby so students will be planting native red bottlebrush shrubs in the 

garden and our P&F will also have Bottlebrush shrubs available for purchase as a commemoration keepsake. 

The SRC have organized a Colour Red Casual day for Friday 13 March and for the cost of a gold coin donation, 

students can come dressed in casual clothes that feature the colour red.  

TECHNOLOGY 

As you are probably aware, most schools have banned mobile phones at school. We also 

advise that all students leave their mobile phones at home. If students feel that they 

need their phones with them at school, they must leave it at the front office for the entire 

day. A number of bus travelers also bring other technological devices from home such as 

computers and iPads. Beginning Monday, all mobile phones and technological devices brought from home 

must be placed in the classroom tub in the morning.  At the end of the day, students who get picked up at 

school will be able to collect their device from the white tub, and those travelling on the bus, will receive 

their device at the Secondary School by a staff member. Any student found with  a mobile phone (or another 

device from home) during school hours will have it taken off them and a parent or carer will need to collect it 

from the office.  



 

 

Child Safety... 
Child Safety 

Students across all year levels regularly revise Cyber Safety and how to protect themselves online.  Key 

messages that you can also reinforce at home include; informing students that nothing ever disappears 

from cyberspace; online behaviour and comments become a digital imprint visible to potential friends, 

employers etc.  We encourage all parents to develop appropriate on-line boundaries with their children. If 

you would like more information and advice, please visit the government Cyber Safety website at 

www.cybersafetyhelp.gov.au  

 

2020 Student Residential Address & Other Information Collection 

The Australian Government Department of Education and Training will be undertaking a 

2020 Student Residential Address and Other Information Collection. The purpose of the 

collection is to inform Commonwealth school education policy, and to help ensure that 

funding arrangements are based on need and are fair and transparent. Please make 

sure you read the notice attached to the newsletter advising you about the collection. We also require your 

cooperation in ensuring that your residential address is up to date. If you have any further questions 

regarding the collection, you can contact the department seshelpdesk@education.gov.au or 1800 677 027. 

 

NCCD 

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) 

provides State and Federal Governments with information they need to plan for how to 

support students with disability. Our school provides data to the Australian Government 

and all information provided is protected by privacy laws. Please read the enclosed 

notice which explains this process in more details and the links to find out more about the NCCD. 

 

PARENT HANDBOOK 

An updated version of our Parent Handbook is now available on our website. The handbook provides you with 

relevant and important information in relation or our school and it is intended to support our partnership in the 

education of your child/ren.  

http://www.cybersafetyhelp.gov.au
mailto:seshelpdesk@education.gov.au


 

 

 Devotion... 
Taken from “Jesus Calling—365 Devotions for Kids” by Sarah Young 

Listen to My Voice 
 
His sheep follow him because they know his voice. John 10:4 
 
There are lots of voices out there trying to get your attention. Friends, 
television—and yes, even the devil. They all try to tell you what is 
important and how we should act. And often, they all say something 
different. If you listen to all those voices, you will end up running in 
circles and getting nowhere—like a puppy chasing its tail!  
 
Learn to listen for My voice. Learn to tell My voice apart from all the others. How is this possible? 
Pray. Ask My Spirit to help you hear My voice above all the others. Listen closely to what I have to 
say, and then follow Me wherever I lead.  
 
Read on your own: Ephesians 4:1-6 

WORSHIP TIMES FOR PORTLAND-HEYWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY 8 MARCH 

PORTLAND—4 Tyers Street 

9:30am Service  

HEYWOOD—Cnr Carey & Hunter Street 

11am Service with Holy Communion 

STORY OF THE WEEK 

 

Read or view the video at www.lca.org.au/sow  

http://www.lca.org.au/sow


 

 

PARENTS 

FRIENDS 

 OUR SCHOOL CALENDAR 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN 

W
E
E
K

 6
 

9 MARCH 10 MARCH 11 MARCH 12 MARCH 13 MARCH 14/15 MARCH 

LABOUR DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

 FOUNDATION DAY 

OFF 

9am-11am 

Playgroup 

9am-11am 

Playgroup  

DIVISION 

SWIMMING—

WARRNAMBOOL 

 

3pm Assembly 

Sat:  

Working Bee— 

8-11am 

Sun: 

40th Anniversary 

Celebration @ 

School—10am 

W
E
E
K

 7
 

16 MARCH 17 MARCH 18 MARCH 19 MARCH 20 MARCH 21/22 MARCH 

10-11:30am 

Mums & Bubs Group  

 9am-11am 

Playgroup 

9am-11am 

Playgroup  

9am Chapel 

3pm Assembly 

 

W
E
E
K

 8
 

23 MARCH 24 MARCH 25 MARCH 26 MARCH 27 MARCH 28/29 MARCH 

DISTRICT 

ATHLETICS— 

Portland 

   GRANDPARENTS 

DAY 

9am Chapel 

END OF TERM 1 

2:15pm Dismissal 

 

TE
R

M
 2
—

W
E
E
K

 1
 

13 APRIL 14 APRIL 15 APRIL 16 APRIL 17 APRIL 18/19 APRIL 

EASTER MONDAY 

NO SCHOOL 

TERM 2 BEGINS 9am-11am 

Playgroup 

9am-11am 

Playgroup 

9am Chapel 

3pm Assembly 

 

What’s coming up ... 

GRADE 3/4 CAMP—ALLESTREE 

Easter Raffle 
It’s that time of year again! St Johns will be having an Easter Raffle drawn on Friday the 27th of March. 
Tickets have been sent home and need to be returned with monies by Tuesday 24th of March. 
We are asking for donations from families for prizes for the raffle.  We are looking for any Easter themed trinkets, 
colouring books, toys, puzzles, chocolate or anything else that you can think of (please nothing that will perish 
before Easter). 
Thanks for your support! 



 

 

What’s Been Happening... 
Athletics Age Champions 
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Community Notices... 
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